My interest in this subject was stimulated by the case of a man aged 44, who for ten months?a remarkably long time?had suffered from jaundice, which arose insidiously, progressed steadily and painlessly, and was ultimately very intense.
It was obviously a case of carcinoma of the head of the pancreas, and I advised and carried out a cholecystenterostomy.
Before operation the customary investigations were carried out to determine the risk of haemorrhage. The We then studied the blood pressure changes consequent upon the production of renal damage by the repeated intravenous injections of sodium oxalate. A highly significant elevation of pressure was observed in each of a series of thirteen animals. A control series which received equivalent volumes of normal saline showed no elevation of pressure (Arnott and Kellar, 1935 (Arnott, Kellar and Matthew, 1936 
